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Fire Prevention Month

FASNY reminds us to stay safe in kitchen

BY FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Fire Prevention Month is get-
ting underway and Fire Prevention
Week (Oct. 4-10) is rapidly ap-
proaching. As people across New
York state are socially isolating by
staying home, the Firemen’s As-
sociation of the State of New York is
urging residents to focus on kitchen
and cooking safety.

FASNY is teaming up with the
National Fire Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA) - the official sponsor
of Fire Prevention Week for more
than 90 years - to promote this
year’s Fire Prevention Week cam-
paign, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the
Kitchen!” The campaign works to
educate everyone about simple, but
important, actions they can take to
keep themselves and others safe.

With schools operating on
hybrid models, students being
homeschooled and many parents
working from home, New Yorkers
are cooking more. This change in
behavior is accelerated by the fact
that restaurants are serving half
their capacity or are only offering
take-out or delivery services. While
cooking and baking can be a posi-
tive activity for family connections,

it can also lead to some lapses in
home kitchen and cooking fire safe-
ty. Minor kitchen fires and burnt
food incidents have led some local
fire departments to see an increase
in calls. Local volunteer fire depart-
ments are working hard to protect
their neighbors and respond to calls
for help during these challenging
COVID-19 times.

According to the National Fire
Protection Association, cooking
is the leading cause of home fires
and home fire injuries in the U.S.
Almost half (44%) of reported home
fires started in the kitchen. Two-
thirds (66%) of home cooking fires
start with the ignition of food or
other cooking materials. The lead-
ing cause of fires in the kitchen is
unattended cooking.

“Home kitchen fires usually
increase around the fall and winter
holidays when families host large
dinners. Fortunately, many can
be prevented,” FASNY President
John Farrell said. “With more New
Yorkers staying home during this
pandemic, we need to be cautious
and avoid unnecessary tragedy.
Kitchen fires can be avoided by
following some safety tips like
never leaving the stove unattended,

avoiding distractions and checking
smoke detectors in the home are
all in good working order.” Hav-
ing a charged fire extinguisher in,
or near, the kitchen is also a wise
investment.

As social distancing continues
throughout the state, FASNY would
like all New Yorkers to follow a few
basic cooking safety tips:

¢ Remain in the kitchen while
cooking. Whether you’re frying,
grilling, baking or broiling food,
it’s always a good idea to supervise
cooking directly. With many New
Yorkers working from home, or
attending school from home, it is
very easy to become distracted
while cooking.

e Most cooking fires involve
the stovetop, keep anything that
can catch fire away from it and
turn off the stove when you leave
the kitchen, even if it’s for “just a
second.” A second is all it takes for
a house fire to start.

¢If you're simmering, boiling,
baking or roasting food, check it
regularly and use a timer to remind
yourself that you're cooking.

e For homes with children, have
the kids remain outside the kitchen
area while food is being prepared.

Pets should also be kept out of the
kitchen while cooking. The safest
chef is an undistracted chef!

¢ Avoid loose or dangling clothing
when cooking, particularly around
the stovetop burners on gas ranges.

e Make sure your smoke detec-
tors are functioning by pressing the
“test” button. If needed, replace the
batteries. If they are not function-
ing after testing, install brand-new
smoke alarms.

“The most important step anyone
can take before making a meal
is to “Serve Up Fire Safety in the
Kitchen!” Farrell said. “A cooking
fire can grow quickly. I have seen
many homes damaged and people
injured by fires that could easily
have been prevented.”

Founded in 1872, the Firemen’s
Association of the State of New York
represents the interests of the approxi-
mately 85,000 volunteer firefighters
and emergency medical personnel in
New York.

Fire Prevention Week was estab-
lished to commemorate the Great
Chicago Fire, the 1871 conflagration
that killed more than 250 people, left
100,000 homeless, destroyed more
than 17,400 structures and burned
more than 2,000 acres.

Ceretto a proud father of DA candidate

To all registered voters,

Some of you may know me as a
former New York state assembly-
man, but today I'd like to speak
from my most cherished role:
father. My son, John Ceretto II, is
running for Niagara County district
attorney. On Nov. 3, there will be
an important election for Niagara
County district attorney.

My wife, Beth, and I are very
proud of our son for the person
he has become. As a child, John
attended St. Peter’s Roman Catho-

lic School. During his time there,
he quickly learned that it is better
to give than to receive. John has
always provided a helping hand to
his family, friends, and the commu-
nity — whether it’s a stray cat that
needs a home or a child that needs
a court advocate, John is there. He
is a supporter of the White Whis-
kers Senior Dog Sanctuary.

Being an active community mem-
ber and striving to improve our
community has always been a large
part of John’s life. Growing up, he

was an altar server at St. Peter’s,
and now is always a familiar face
volunteering his time at the peach
pop tent during the Peach Festival
or being a member of the Lewiston
Kiwanis Club. If there is one thing
everyone knows about John, it’s
that he is always willing to have a
conversation and learn about differ-
ent walks of life.

John has extensive experience
and integrity for the position of
district attorney. He has served five
years as an assistant district attor-

ney for Niagara County. These past
three years, he has gained valuable
experience in private practice as a
sharp, well-rounded and dedicated
attorney. John is committed to
keeping our neighborhoods safe.

You deserve nothing less.

Please join my wife and I in sup-
porting our son on Nov. 3 by voting
for John Ceretto II for Niagara
County district attorney.

Thank you!

John Ceretto

Ceretto ‘clear choice’ for Niagara County DA

John Ceretto I1 is the clear choice
for Niagara County district attor-
ney. I am John’s great aunt and,
since the day I saw him baptized, I
have watched him grow up into the
fine young man he is today. During
that time, I have had numerous op-
portunities to observe his relation-
ship with his family and with the
community. John is a dedicated
family person who still has many
of the same neighbors and friends

that he grew up with. He knows
the kind of community we deserve,
and John is committed to keeping
our communities safe. Safe for our
children, safe for our parents, and
safe for our neighbors.

John brings excellent credentials
for this position. He has been an
outstanding and effective prosecu-
tor in the DA’s office for five years.
He also has a successful private
practice. John is a proven and

prudent leader. He is creative and
works with his resources to make
things happen. More importantly,
he knows how to bring communi-
ties together and bridge divisions.
John always acts with integrity. I
have found him to be fair, of sound
judgment, committed and focused
on his personal and community
goals. He is honest, reliable, and
willing to work the long hours
needed for this position.

John will be an independent
voice in Niagara County. For these
reasons, I believe John is the best-
qualified person to be our next
Niagara County district attorney.

Please join me in casting your
vote for John Ceretto II for Niagara
County district attorney.

Dorothy Wisniewski
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